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Q1. Which of the following is considered the earliest
known civilization in the Indian subcontinent?

(a) Vedic Civilization

(c) Mauryan Civilization

(d) Gupta Civilization

Q2. Consider the following statements regarding the Indus
Valley Civilization:

1. 1.It was primarily an urban civilization.

2. Iron was widely used by its people.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

- (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q3. The Rigveda mainly contains:

(a) Rules of administration

(c) Medical knowledge

(d) Mathematical formulas

Q4. Which one of the following Mahajanapadas was
known for its republican form of government?

(a) Magadha (b) Kosala

- (d) Avanti

QS. Which ruler founded the Mauryan Empire?

@ Ashota () Chandsgupa Maury

(c) Bindusara (d) Bimbisara

Q6. The famous Kalinga War was fought during the reign

of:
(b) Ashoka

(d) Harshavardhana

(a) Chandragupta Maurya
(c) Samudragupta

Q7. The Gupta period is often referred to as the:
(a) Age of Expansion

(c) Age of Maritime Trade

(d) Age of Regional Kingdoms

Q8. Who among the following introduced the policy of

Sulh-i-Kul?

(a) Babur

(c) Aurangzeb (d) Sher Shah Suri
Q9. The immediate cause of the Revolt of 1857 was:
(a) Doctrine of Lapse

(b) Heavy taxation

(d) Annexation of Awadh

Q10. The Indian National Congress was founded in:

(a) 1882 -

(c) 1890 (d) 1905

Q11. Consider the following statements regarding the
Earth's interior:

1. The crust is the outermost layer of the Earth.

2. The mantle lies between the crust and the core.

3. The inner core is in a molten state.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

@1 nd2ony ©)2and3ony

(c) I only (d)1,2and 3

Q12. Which one of the following is not a type of plate
boundary?

(b) Divergent

Q13. Which of the following rivers originates from the

(a) Convergent

(¢) Transform

Amarkantak Plateau?

(a) Godavari

Q14. Consider the following statements about the Indian

(b) Krishna
(d) Mahanadi

Monsoon:

1. The southwest monsoon brings most of India's annual
rainfall.

2. The northeast monsoon mainly affects Tamil Nadu.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only
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Q15. Black soil is most suitable for the cultivation of:

(a) Rice (b) Cotton

(c) Tea (d) Jute

Q16. Which one of the following is a renewable natural
resource?

(a) Coal (b) Petroleum

- (d) Natural Gas

Q17. The Himalayas act as a climatic barrier because
they:

(b) Block the southwest monsoon completely.

(c) Increase desertification in northern India.

(d) Prevent cyclones from entering India.

Q18. Which one of the following pairs is correctly

matched?

Mineral Major Producing State
(a) Mica - Rajasthan
(c) Petroleum - Punjab
(d) Coal - Kerala

Q19. Which of the following is responsible for the
occurrence of day and night?

(a) Revolution of the Earth

(c) Tilt of the Earth's axis

(d) Gravitational force of the Moon

Q20. Which one of the following latitudes passes through
the middle of India?

(c) Arctic Circle

(b) Equator
(d) Prime Meridian

Q21. Consider the following statements regarding the
Preamble of the Indian Constitution:

1. Itis a part of the Constitution.

2. It can be amended under Article 368.

3. Itis enforceable in a court of law.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

@1 nd 2only ®2and 3 nly

(¢) 1 only (d)1,2and 3

Q22. Which one of the following is not a Fundamental
Right under the Constitution of India?

(a) Right to Equality

(b) Right to Constitutional Remedies

(d) Right to Freedom of Religion

Q23. Which Part of the Constitution contains the Directive
Principles of State Policy (DPSPs)?

(a) Part I1I -

(c) Part IVA (d) Part V

Q24. Fundamental Duties were added to the Constitution
by the:

(a) 24th Constitutional Amendment

(c) 44th Constitutional Amendment

(d) 73rd Constitutional Amendment

Q25. Consider the following statements regarding the

Parliament of India:

1. Parliament consists of the President, Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha.

2. Money Bills can be introduced only in the Lok Sabha.

3. The Rajya Sabha can never discuss a Money Bill.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

@1 nd2ony ©)2and 3 ony

(c) I and 3 only (d)1,2and 3

Q26. The President of India is elected by:

(a) Members of Parliament only

(c) Members of Parliament and all members of State
Legislatures
(d) The people directly
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Q27. Consider the following statements:

1. The Prime Minister is appointed by the President.

2. The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to
the Lok Sabha.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Q28. Which one of the following is known as the guardian
of the Constitution?

(a) Parliament

(c) President of India

(d) Election Commission of India

Q29. Panchayati Raj Institutions were given constitutional
status by the:
(a) 42nd Constitutional Amendment

(b) 44th Constitutional Amendment

(d) 74th Constitutional Amendment

Q30. Which one of the following is a Constitutional Body?
(a) NITI Aayog

(b) National Human Rights Commission

(d) Central Vigilance Commission

Q31. Gross Domestic Product (GDP) refers to:
(a) The total value of goods imported by a country in a year.

(c) The total income earned by citizens of a country anywhere
in the world.

(d) The total value of exports minus imports.

Q32. Consider the following statements regarding

inflation:

1. Inflation refers to a sustained increase in the general
price level.

2. High inflation reduces the purchasing power of money.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(b) 2 only
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Q33. Which one of the following is the primary function of
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)?

(a) Collection of Income Tax

(b) Conducting elections

(d) Preparing the Union Budget

Q34. Which one of the following taxes is levied on the
supply of goods and services in India?

(a) Customs Duty

(c) Property Tax

(d) Road Tax

Q35. Consider the following statements regarding the

Union Budget:

1. Itis presented annually in Parliament.

2. It contains the estimated receipts and expenditure of
the Government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Q36. Minimum Support Price (MSP) is announced by the
Government mainly to:

(a) Increase exports of agricultural products.

(c) Reduce food consumption.

(d) Promote industrial development.

Q37. Which one of the following is an example of
unemployment where a worker is employed but
contributes little or nothing to total production?

(a) Seasonal unemployment

(b) Structural unemployment

(d) Frictional unemployment
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Q38. Which of the following is recorded in the Balance of
Payments (BoP) of a country?

1. Exports and imports of goods.

2. Foreign investments.

3. Remittances received from abroad.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(b) 1 and 2 only

Q39. Consider the following statements regarding an

(a) 1 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

ecosystem:

1. An ecosystem consists of both biotic and abiotic
components.

2. Energy flows in one direction through an ecosystem.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Q40. In a food chain, the organisms that prepare their own
food by photosynthesis are called:

(a) Consumers

Q41. Which one of the following best describes

(b) Decomposers

(d) Scavengers

biodiversity?
(a) Number of animals in a forest
(c) Number of endangered species only

(d) Total forest area in a country

Q42. Consider the following protected areas:

1. National Park

2. Wildlife Sanctuary

3. Biosphere Reserve

Which of the above are meant for biodiversity
conservation?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(c) I and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

Q43. Which one of the following is a biotic component of
an ecosystem?

(a) Water (b) Soil

© Bt @an

Q44. Which of the following gases is the largest

contributor to the greenhouse effect due to human

activities?
(a) Oxygen (b) Nitrogen
© Catondiovide @ Asgn

Q45. Which one of the following pollutants is primarily
responsible for acid rain?

(a) Carbon dioxide and Methane

(c) Oxygen and Nitrogen

(d) Ozone and Helium

Q46. Consider the following statements regarding the

ozone layer:

1. It absorbs most of the harmful ultraviolet (UV)
radiation from the Sun.

2. [Itis located mainly in the stratosphere.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Q47. The basic structural and functional unit of life is:

(a) Tissue -

(c) Organ (d) Organ System

Q48. Which of the following blood vessels carries
oxygenated blood from the lungs to the heart?

(d) Vena cava

(a) Pulmonary artery
(c) Aorta

Q49. Consider the following statements:

1. DNA carries hereditary information.

2. Genes are segments of DNA.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only
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QS50. Which one of the following vitamins is mainly

synthesized in the human body when the skin is exposed to

sunlight?
(a) Vitamin A (b) Vitamin B12
(©) Vitamin C (@ Vitamin D

QS1. Electric current is measured using:

_ (b) Voltmeter

(c) Barometer (d) Hygrometer

Q52. Which of the following colours of visible light has the
longest wavelength?

(a) Violet (b) Blue

(c) Green -

QS53. Which Indian organisation is primarily responsible

for launching satellites into space?

(a) DRDO -

(c) BARC (d) CSIR

Q54. Which one of the following is an example of

(d) Hydroelectric power

biotechnology?
(a) Rainwater harvesting

(c) Wind energy generation

Q55. The G20 is primarily a grouping of:
(a) Military alliances
(c) Space agencies

(d) Environmental NGOs

Q56. COP meetings are associated with:
(a) World Health Organization

(¢) International Monetary Fund

(d) World Trade Organization

QS57. Chandrayaan-3 was launched with the primary
objective of:

(a) Sending humans to the Moon

(c) Exploring Mars

(d) Launching a communication satellite

QS58. Which of the following organisations publishes the
Human Development Report?

(a) World Bank

(c) UNESCO

(d) UNICEF

Q59. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted
by the United Nations are targeted to be achieved by:

(a) 2025 -

(c) 2035 (d) 2040

Q60. Which of the following indices is released by
Transparency International?

(a) Global Hunger Index

(b) Human Development Index

(d) Global Innovation Index

Qeol1. If 11-digit number 543247x968y is divisible by 90,
then the value of (4x+5y).

- (b) 21

(c) 25 (d) 16

Q62. Find the number of zeroes at the end of the product
35 x36 x 37 x....x 89 x 90
(a) 21 b)7

- (d) 20

Q63. Five temple bells toll at intervals of 5, 6, 8, 12, and 15
minutes. They all toll together at 5:30 AM. When will they

toll together again?

(a) 6:30 AM

(b) 6:40 AM
(d) 7:20 AM



TH 50. WS T % GA %k TG o HUh H AW W
Frafefaa & & wm-an fehm gea w0 & R & wyfa
graTe?

(a) faerfem A
(c) ferfim C

(b) ferfim B12

ot 51. Torra e st forer SueRToT ST AT AT 82

@ e (et

(c) FTHreX (d) B3I

T 52. YT TR o FrAferRad @i & & feRuey avmesd
T 3rferen Bt 82
(a) ST (b) e

@ @

T 53. WRA § IUTST i Faier § wafud - & forg 7

T W HIH-AT TS I 82
(a) ST -
() M T SEUH F5 (d) HreHeEeR

T 54. FefeTRaa ®§ & Ri9-97 I TR 1 3180 82

e (o

(c) T He1t IcqTe (d) Strferea Seare

T 55. G20 HET € I {herent wg §?
(a) =T TS T

(b) Fver it sy St

(c) SFafier TSIt

(d) TITeRET § Geiferd A-EehTt EaHT o

T2 56. COP I3h! ot Haier foradr 22
(a) Torg wameey wraT

(b) ST TR T S T et Aot
(c) FHAWTSEIA 75T 1Y

(d) foreg =TI wrea

T 57. WEAT-3 W AET &9 ¥ fhw seva @ wafta foean
T T2

(a) AT 1 TZHT T ST

(b) <R R e AT SR U E ST S 71

(c) T TE T AT HEAT

(d) HET 3UE Feifud e

gy 58. F=feriaa & @ sww-ar @reT " fawma e

JRTIITT AT 82
@ (b e i
(c) FEhT (d) I

T 59. VYH W TR FUATY T T {rehter wreat i forg
Y Tk SITH ST T e T T B2

(a) 2025 -

(c) 2035 (d) 2040

TH 60. FEAfIRET ¥ & H1F-G7 Toehich ZrAUTET $SAIAA
TR Y ToRaT ATaT 82
(a) Afe @ garehieh

T 61. TS 11 iRt Y TEAT 543247x968y, 90 & farvre= 2,
AT (4x + Sy) T HTT AT ERIT?

- (b) 21

(b) #e forehTer gerehish
(d) A4 TR GErhish

(c) 25 (d) 16
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Q64. In a cinema hall, the price of ticket is increased by
40% then, income earned from the audience is decreased
by 30%. Find the decreased percent of the audience?

(a) 80% (b) 40%

- (d) 45%

Q65. A vessel has 60 litres solution of acid and water
having 80% acid. How much water be added to make it a
solution in which acid will be 60%?

(a) 48 litres -

(c) 36 litres (d) None of these

Q66. In an examination, a student scores 36% marks and
fails by 32 marks. In the same examination, other student
scores 48% marks which is 64 marks more than the
passing marks. Find the passing percent of the

examination?
@ 50 o 40
(c) 12% (d) 30%

Q67. By selling 20 metres of cloth a man gains the selling
price of 4 metres of cloth. The gain percent is

- (b) 30

(c) 35 (d) 20

Q68. A man sells two chairs at 120 each and by doing so
gains 25% on one chair and loses 25% on the other. His
loss on the whole in is

(a) 20 -

(c) 25 (d) 30

Q69. The arithmetic mean of 200 observations is 60. If 5 is
multiplied to each observation, then what will be the new

arithmetic mean?

(a) 500 -

(c) 60 (d) 40

Q70. Travelling at 3/ 5™of his usual speed, a man is late

by 20 minutes. What is the usual time if he travels with his

(d) 35 minutes

usual speed?
(a) 25 minutes

(¢) 32 minutes

Q71. A person sells article X for ¥34,500 and makes a
profit of 15%. He sells article Y at a loss of 10%. He
neither loses nor gains on the whole because of these two

transactions. What is the selling price of article Y?

(a) T40,000 -

(c) T41,000 (d) %51,500

Q72. What is the remainder when 111222 +

222333 4 333444 j5 givided by 5?

(a)l (b) 2

(©3 (d)4

Q73. 4,9,25,49,121,169...... find next term.
269 361

(c) 441 (d) 529

Q74. 3,6,9,12,15, ,21

(a) 17 -

(©) 19 (d) 20

Q75. 56, 58, 62, 70, 84, 118, 182 find the wrong term.
(a) 58 (b) 62

- (d) 118

Q76. P and Q are brothers. R and S are sister. P's son is
S's brother. How is Q related to R?

- (b) Brother

(c) Father (d) Grandfather

Q77. If 1* of October is Sunday, then 1st November will
be:

(a) Monday

Q78. The length, breadth and height of a cuboid are
increased by 10%, 20% and 50% respectively. What is the

(b) Tuesday
(d) Thursday

percentage increase in volume of the cuboid?
(a) 100% (b) 99%

- (d) 50%
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Q79. 39400 is distributed among P, Q and R in such a way
that if 93, ¥24 and ¥55 are deducted from their respective

shares, then they have money in the ratio 3: 4: 5. What is
the share of P?

(c) 22508

(b) £2376
(d) 22896

Q80. If A and B can finish a work in 10 days, B and C can
finish the same work in 12 days, and C and A can finish
the same work in 15 days, then in how many days can A, B

and C together finish half of the work?

(a) 8 days (b) 5 days
4 days @3 das
Passage -1

When a child reaches adolescence, there is apt to be a
conflict between the parents and the child, since the latter
considers himself to be by now quite capable of managing
his own affairs, while the former are filled with parental
solicitude, which is often a disguise for love of power.
Parents consider, usually, that the various moral problems
which arise in adolescence are peculiarly their province.
The options they express, however, are so dogmatic that
the young seldom confide in them, and usually go their

own way in secret.

Q81. Based on the above passage, the following

assumptions have been made :

1. The adolescent does not feel comfortable with his
parents because they tend to be dominating and
assertive.

2. The adolescent of modern times does not have much
respect for parents.

Which of the assumptions given above. is/are valid?

||||||| (b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Q82. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the central idea of the above passage?

) i it gy s el Gl s il
i it B vy 9 b i

(b) When children reach adolescence, involvement of parents
in their lives is unnecessary.

(¢) Modern-day nuclear families are not capable of bringing
up children properly.

(d) In modern societies, adolescents tend to be stubborn,

disobedient and careless.

Passage -2
When an international team of scientists pumped a carbon
dioxide and water mix into underground basalt rocks,
basic chemistry took over. The acidic mixture dissolved
rocks' calcium and magnesium and formed limestone.
Basically, carbon dioxide is converted into stone,

exclaimed the scientists.

Q83. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the most logical, rational and practical suggestion implied
by the passage?

(a) It is a cheap and practical method to produce limestone at

commercial level for building purposes.

(c) Basalt rock can be made a good source of calcium and
magnesium minerals by this method.
(d) Good rock-dissolving acid can be produced by mixing

carbon dioxide and water.

Passage -3
Geographers analyzed 175 satellite images of ocean colour,
which is an indicator of phytoplankton productivity at the
ocean's surface, and found that giant icebergs are
responsible for storing up to 20 percent of carbon in the
Southern Ocean. The researchers discovered that melting
water from giant icebergs which contains iron and other
nutrients, supports hitherto unexpectedly high levels of

phytoplankton growth.
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Q84. Based on the above above passage, the following

assumptions have been made :

1. Giant icebergs have a bearing on primary productivity
and food chains of the Southern Ocean.

2. Melting of giant icebergs can produce climate change
effects and impact world fisheries.

Which of the assumptions given above is/are valid?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Passage -4
Evolution has endowed caterpillars that feed on corn with
a unique ability, they can induce the plant to turn off its
defence against insect predators. This helps caterpillars to
eat more and grow faster. The agent that causes this effect
is the caterpillar's faces or frass. The find could throw new
light on compounds associated with plant response to

pathogens like fungi or bacteria.

Q85. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the most logical, rational and practical message conveyed
by the passage?

(a) Farmers can use caterpillars to feed on weeds in their crop
fields/ plantations.

(b) This finding can help in the development of clinically
useful antimicrobial compounds.

(d) Caterpillars can be genetically modified to be predators of

the other plant pests

Passage -5
In a robust democracy, reality, howsoever inconvenient it
may be, finds its expression both in the speech of political
leaders and the other social forms of assertion. The
existence of the real has to be transparent, both through its
circulation in and by the media as well as its
argumentative articulation in deliberative democracy. A
normatively responsible media through its communication
effect has the responsibility to circulate the content of

reality without distortion.

Q86. Which one of the following statements best reflects

the crux of the above passage?

(b) Fake news seems inherent in the life of an ideal
democracy.

(¢) There should not be any kind of restrictions on the freedom
of expression in an ideal democracy.

(d) Irresponsible media and political leaders cannot be
effectively  controlled in an  ideal = democracy.
Passage -6
Now-a-days there is a growing trend to use interconnected
home devices. As consumers increasingly network their
homes, the connected home device manufacturers and
service providers will seek to overcome '"thin profit
margins by gathering more of our personal data-with or
without our agreement- turning the home into a corporate
storefront". Corporate marketers will have powerful
incentives to observe consumer behaviour to understand

the buying needs and preferences of the device owners.

Q87. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the most logical, rational and practical message implied by
the passage?

(a) Knowledge of consumer behaviour leads to more capital
expenditure in manufacturing sector.

(b) Knowledge of consumer behaviour stimulates the growth
of commerce and trade and thus helps in the overall economic
development of the country.

(¢) Interconnected devices give a lot of comfort to home users

and improve the overall quality of life.
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Passage -7
Green growth involves rethinking growth strategies with
regard to the impacts on environmental sustainability and
the environmental resources available to poor and
vulnerable groups. In rethinking growth, we need to focus
on the current reality of resource-constrained world.
Resource intensive and, in particular energy intensive
processes will need to make way for more efficient and
resource frugal development strategies if we are to avoid
an economic dead end or a world in which only a small

elite is able to enjoy affluence in the midst of a sea of

poverty.

Q88. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the crux of the above passage?

(a) Environmental sustainability is inimical to our objective of
achieving a high rate of GDP growth.

(b) Poverty eradication is not possible without a rapid
economic growth and the consequent environmental

degradation.

(d) With large populations, rampant poverty and limited

resources of today's world, environmental degradation cannot

be prevented and inequalities are inevitable.

Passage - 8
Unlike religion and science, poetry does not posit or expect
any belief in absolute truths. Those forces or individuals
who claim to have absolute truths in their grasp tend to
turn dictatorial and tyrannical. Truth usually does not
admit any contradictions or imperfections. It is unitarian.
It is, therefore, not of much use for poetry. Poetry abides
by the plurality of life and existence. Perhaps poetry
follows reality which is plural, anachronistic, full of
contradictions. Against the tyranny of truth, poetry
remains a partisan of democratic reality. Against the
arrogance of power, wealth and hierarchy, poetry

proposes both humility and defiance.

Q89. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the most logical and rational message conveyed by the
above passage?

(a) It is the poetry, not science or religion, which recognizes
and accepts imperfections in humans.

(b) Truth is revealed through science or religion and poetry is
anathema to truth.

(c) Poetry is romantic, imaginary and is about feeling whereas

science and religion are about truth.

Passage -9
The flower was not invented to please us. It flaunted its
petals and spread its perfume to attract an insect. The
insect carries the pollen from flower to flower so that
pollen is not carried away by wind and thus not wasted.
What we call a flower's beauty is merely a by-product and
a human invention. The perfume is not there to please us,
it pleases us because it is there and we have been

conditioned to it.

Q90. Based on the above passage, following assumptions

have been made:

1. The author of the passage believes that flowers are
creations of Nature's luxury.

2. The author of the passage does not believe in the
usefulness of flowers except as things of beauty.

Which of the assumptions given above is/are valid?

(b) 2 only

(a) 1 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
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T T TSR g8 STa= S o forg 7 ot 31 a1 orut
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forer & ofit 5w ok wi srgeRfora €1 ook 21
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1. TTITST ST oREeh ATAAT § Toh Wt Sahfdl ht farertieraT sht
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2. TTRITST ST 1Tk WAl ehl X TEq et o Afafis forelt et
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Iudh qEeRuTTet § ¥ whiA-w qur /2
(a) et | (b) Fere 2
o 122 @ e



Passage -10
Pharmaceutical patents grant protection to the patentee
for the duration of the patent term. The patentees enjoy
the liberty to determine the prices of medicines, which is
time-limited to the period of monopoly, but could be
unaffordable to the public. Such patent protection offered
to the patentees is believed to benefit the public over the
longer term through innovations research and
development (R&D), although it comes at a cost, in the
nature of higher prices for the patented medicine. The
patent regime and price protection through a legally
validated high price for the medicine during the currency
of the patent provide the patentee with a legitimate
mechanism to get returns on the costs incurred in

innovation and research.

Q91. Based on the above passage, the following

assumptions have been made :

1. Patent protection given to patentees puts a huge
burden on public’s purchasing power in accessing
patented medicines.

2. Dependence on other countries for pharmaceutical
products is a huge burden for developing and poor
countries.

3. Providing medicines to the public at affordable prices
is a key goal during the public health policy design in
many countries.

4. Governments need to find an appropriate balance
between the rights of patentees and the requirements
of the patients.

Which of the above assumptions are valid?

@1nd2 1
(c)3 and 4 (d)2 and 3
Passage -11

Vast numbers of Indian citizens without bank accounts
live in rural areas, are financially and functionally
illiterate, and have little experience with technology. A
research study was conducted in a particular area in
which electronic wage payments in Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme

(MGNREGS) are meant to go directly to the poor. It was

observed that recipients often assume that the village
leader needs to mediate the process, as was the case under
the previous paper-based system. Among households
under this research study area who claimed to have at
least one bank account, over a third reported still
receiving MGNREGS wages in cash directly from a village

leader.

Q92. What is the most logical, rational and crucial
message that is implied in the above passage?

(a) MGNREGS should be extended only to those who have a
bank account.

(b) The paper-based system of payments is more efficient than
electronic payment in the present scenario.

(c) The goal of electronic wage payments was not to eliminate

mediation by village leaders.

Passage -12
Many pathogens that cause foodborne illnesses are
unknown. Food contamination can occur at any stage from
farm to plate. Since most cases of food poisoning go
unreported, the true extent of global foodborne illnesses is
unknown. Improvements in international monitoring have
led to greater public awareness, yet the rapid globalization
of food production increases consumers’ vulnerability by
making food harder to regulate and trace. “We have the

world on our plates”, says an official of WHO.

Q93. Which of the following is the most logical corollary to
the above passage?

(b) Food processing is the source of all foodborne illnesses.

(c) We should depend on locally produced food only.

(d) Globalization of food production should be curtailed.
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(b) T THEHRT & Tt Wrer-Sifa il 1 i 2
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(d) T 3edTe o SefieRtor =l Hiftra feram ST =iy



Passage -13
With steady economic growth, higher literacy and
increasing skill levels, the number of Indian middleclass
families has gone up exponentially. Direct results of the
affluence have been changes in dietary patterns and
energy consumption levels. People have moved to a higher
protein-based diet like milk products, fish and meat, all of
which need significantly more water to produce than
cereal-based diets. Increasing use of electronic and electric
machines/gadgets and motor vehicles needs more and

more energy and generation of energy needs water.

Q94. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the crux of the passage?

(a) People should be persuaded to continue with the mainly
Indian traditional cereal-based diets.

(b) India needs to focus on developing agricultural
productivity and capacity for more energy generation in the
coming years.

(c) Modern technological developments result in the change of

cultural and social behaviour of the people.

Passage -14
Aristocratic government ruins itself by limiting too
narrowly the circle within which power is confined;
oligarchic government ruins itself by the incautions
scramble for immediate wealth. But even democracy ruins
itself by excess of democracy. Its basic principle is the
equal right of all to hold office and determine public
policy. This is, at first glance, a delightful arrangement; it
becomes disastrous because the people are not properly
equipped by education to select the best rulers and the
wisest courses. The people have no understanding and only
repeat what their rulers are pleased to tell them. Such a

democracy is tyranny or autocracy. — Plato

Q95. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the crux of the passage given above?
(a) Human societies experiment with different forms of

governments.

(c) Education of all citizens ensures a perfect, functional and
sustainable democracy.
(d) Having a government is a necessary evil because tyranny

is inherent in any form of government.

Passage -15
A study conducted on the impacts of climate change over
the Cauvery basin of Tamil Nadu using regional climate
models showed an increasing trend for maximum and
minimum temperature, and a decrease in the number of
rainy days. These climatic shifts will have an impact on the
hydrological cycles in the region, lead to more run-off and
less recharge, and affect the groundwater tables. Further,
there has been an increase in the frequency of droughts in
the State. This has driven farmers to increase dependency

on groundwater resources to secure their crops.

Q96. Which of the following statements best reflects the
crux of the passage given above?

(a) Development of regional climate models helps in choosing
climate-smart agricultural practices.

(b) Heavy dependence on groundwater resources can be
reduced by adopting dry-land cropping systems.

(d) Climate changes cause the farmers to adopt unsustainable

livelihoods and risky coping strategies
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Passage -16
The concept of ‘creative society’ refers to a phase of
development of a society in which a large number of
potential contradictions become articulate and active. This
is most evident when oppressed social groups get
politically mobilised and demand their rights. The upsurge
of the peasants and tribals, the movements for regional
autonomy and self-determination, the environmental
movements, and the women’s movements in the
developing countries are signs of emergence of creative
society in contemporary times. The forms of social
movements and their intensity may vary from country to
country and place to place within a country. But the very
presence of movements for social transformation in
various spheres of a society indicates the emergence of a

creative society in a country.

Q97. What does the author imply by “creative society”?

1. A society where diverse art forms and literary writings
seek incentive.

2. A society where social inequalities are accepted as the
norm.

3. A society where a large number of contradictions are
recognised.

4. A society where’ the exploited and the oppressed
groups grow conscious of their human rights and
upliftment.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(a)1,2and 3 (b) 4 only

- (d) 2 and 4

Q98. What according to the passage are the

manifestations of social movements?

1. Aggressiveness and being incendiary.

2. Instigation by external forces.

3. Quest for social equality and individual freedom.

4. Urge for granting privileges and self-respect to
disparaged sections of the society.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:

(a) 1 and 3 only (b) 2 and 4 only

3 nd 4 only @123 mas

Q99. VWith reference to the passage consider the

following statements:

1. To be a creative society, it is essential to have a variety
of social movements.

2. To be a creative society, it is imperative to have
potential contradictions and conflicts.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(b) 2 only

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

(a) 1 only

Passage -17
Researchers simulated street lighting on artificial
grassland plots containing pes-aphids, sap-sucking insects,
at night. These were exposed to two different types of light
— a white light similar to never commercial LED lights and
an amber light similar to sodium street lamps. The low
intensity amber light was shown to inhibit, rather than
induce, flowering in a wild plant the pea family which is a
source of food for the pea-aphids in grasslands. The
number of aphids was also significantly suppressed under
the light treatment due to the limited amount of food

available.

Q100. Which one of the following statements best reflects
the most critical inference that can be made from the
passage given above?

(a) Low intensity light has more adverse effect on the plants as
compared to high intensity light.

(b) Light pollution can have a permanent adverse impact on an
ecosystem.

(c) White light is better for the flowering of plants as

compared to the light of other colors.
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